
DAY OF MOURNING
A Message from the Safety Chair

Today is a very important day of the year, a somber day, a day of reflection. Leading up to this 
moment, I did a lot of looking back throughout my career and what safety means to me. I tried 
to come up with the perfect speech that delivers a message of respect for all of those fallen 
workers throughout the years. 

My life's prospective forever changed on January 19, 2014. This was the day I became a first 
responder to a death on site. The emotions I experienced that day, and frankly for the rest of 
my life is not something I would wish on anyone. Anytime a person dies other people's lives are 
impacted and most of the time there is a direct impact on the people with whom they‘ve 
worked. It's not something you ever get past. The memories, emotions, and heart ache I 
experienced myself and for Jerry Cooper’s family will forever weigh on me. 

Brothers and sisters, by working together with Employers, Peers, and our Health and Safety 
partners we can prevent worker injuries and deaths before they occur. Every worker has the 
right to return home safe and sound at the end of each work day. Today is about paying our 
respects to those who have lost their lives at work. We also honour the many families and 
friends who have been deeply affected by these tragedies. For many this day is also an 
important opportunity to refocus efforts to prevent this unacceptable suffering. 

During the global pandemic we are faced with today, we often find our minds not on our tasks 
at hand. Let's commit to looking out for one another and having those difficult conversations 
we wouldn't normally have. All it takes is one moment in time where we take our focus and 
attention away from what we are doing and the consequences can be fatal. I hope in the future 
we strive every day to get better than yesterday.

On behalf of Local Unifor 707A, our hearts go out to the family, friends, and colleagues of every 
fallen worker. 

We send our deepest condolences.

Jen Shaw
Suncor Safety Chair
UNIFOR 707A


