
General Membership Meetings via ZOOM Platform 

 
Dear Unifor Members, 

 

I hope you are all keeping safe and healthy in this unprecedented time of Covid-19 essentially affecting the entire globe.  
Some of you may be wondering what your Local is doing to keep information and support flowing to you. 

Your Local is making changes and adapting, utilizing the technology of today to keep our office running, bills and 
employees paid and our Executives safe through social distancing and some people working from home as a precaution 
and/or necessity depending on peoples personal situation. 

In times where your NORMAL is completely out the window we thought it was imperative to do what we could to 
continue to host General Membership Meetings at their normal date and times.  The March 2020 meeting was cancelled 
due to Covid-19 but we have decided to use a platform called ZOOM to host the April Meeting online.  To be specific, 
April 15th @ 9:30pm and April 16th @ 09:30am. 

Perhaps some of you have used ZOOM and perhaps some not.  It is a virtual meeting platform that can host up to 100 
people in a single meeting (with the PRO level we purchased).  It can do more but we needed to see if there was a need 
before graduating to the higher tier.  The time limit for each meeting is more than sufficient.  The platform will allow the 
host (either one: Walter Ticas (President) / Paul Gillanders (Vice President) / Riz Fazal (Secretary Treasurer) to record the 
meeting, Sergeant at Arms can keep track of attendees.  Who is allowed in is controlled by the hosts but ideally will be 
screened by the Sergeant prior to meeting start.  ZOOM also allows people to put a virtual “hand up” if they want to ask 
a question, Sergeant will also keep track of who put their hands up in order and give people their allotted time to speak.  
ZOOM also allows polling questions to be set up in advance, where people can see the question on screen and vote 
YES/NO and results are recorded in real time.  ZOOM seems to be very versatile so we hope you will attend this virtual 
meeting, only 100 attendees allowed so please send your intent early.  Below are a few tips to help you along. 

 

-ZOOM app is free, download it or set up an account and try scheduling a meeting and then invite one of your family 
members or a close friend so you get the feel of how it works how to put hands up or how to ask questions , mute your 
microphone and/or turn on your video.  The free version has a 40 minute time limit. We have learned that if you are 
using a phone or tablet (ipad) you WILL need to download the app to have it function when you click the link.  It 
appears, laptops and desktop computers will allow you to simply click the link and enter the meeting without 
downloading the app.  Safer to download it than not to ensure a smooth experience, and it’s FREE anyway. 

-People not allowing their face to be seen or having their video turned off may be removed from the meeting forum 

-Use a tablet/ipad or laptop with a nice sized screen, phones will work, but then everything is smaller, questions and 
chat going on will be equally small on the side of your screen, polling questions may be hard to read. 

-When you get the email containing the link to the meeting, all you have to do is click that link just before or just after 
the start time of the meeting and it should take you right to the meeting, no hassles. (This applies to laptops and 
desktop computers only.  Please also note the meeting ID number so you can enter it if you are prompted.  It is 
contained within your email) 

-Upon entering the meeting, if you join early, you will be taken to the “waiting room”, once the host joins you will be 
admitted and the meeting will be called to order by the President. 



-when you are in the meeting always have your microphone muted.  Whoever is speaking, you will see their face on the 
screen so if your microphone is turned on, any sound on your end, a sneeze, cough or rustling of papers, the everyone’s 
screen will shift to your device camera. If you can’t figure this out, no worries, the host can mute you as well, but if there 
are 100 people online, this may be difficult to find the one person generating unintended noise. 

-email Unifor707a@Unifor707a.ca early so we can get the Sergeant At Arms to screen you so we can send you the link a 
day or two before the meeting, and then you are ready to go.  Please include Full Name, contact phone number, Badge 
Number, and which meeting you wish to attend. 
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